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English publishers. He proposed that English publishers should
send to the Public Library at Melbourne a free copy of each book
printed in England. The Victorian copyright was to be protected
as soon as the receipt of a book was registered by the London
agent. Similarly, the depositing of any book in the Melbourne
Library for transmission to the British Museum was to give a
copyright in Great Britain to the Victorian author. Unfortunately
the proposal was never brought to fruition.1
Compulsory delivery was first instituted by the Copyright Act
of 1869 (33 Viet., No. 350), which Act was later re-enacted and
superseded by the Act of 1890 (54 Viet., No. 1076). The following
provisions were common to both the Act of 1869 (passed 11
November 1869), and to the Act of 1890 (passed 10 July 1890),
except that in the earlier Act they formed ss. 16, 17, and 18,
whilst in the later Act they became ss. 17,18, and 19:
A printed copy of the whole of every book which shall be first pub-
lished in Victoria after the passing of this Act, together with all maps
prints and other engravings belonging thereto finished and coloured
in the same manner as the best copies of the same shall be published
and also of any second or subsequent edition which shall be so pub-
lished with any additions or alterations whether the same shall be in
letterpress or in the maps prints or other engravings belonging thereto,
and whether the first edition of such book shall have been published
before or after the passing of this Act, and also of any second or sub-
sequent edition of every such book of which the first or some preceding
edition shall not have been delivered for the use of the Public Library
of Melbourne, bound sewed or stitched together and upon the best
paper on which the same shall be printed, shall within two calendar
months after the day on which any such book shall be first sold pub-
lished or offered for sale within Victoria be delivered by or on behalf
of the publisher thereof at the Public Library of Melbourne.
Every copy of every book which under the provisions of this part
of this Act ought to be delivered as aforesaid shall be delivered at the
Public Library of Melbourne between the hours of ten in the forenoon
and four in the afternoon to one of the officers of the said Library or to
some person authorized by the trustees to receive the same; and such
officer or other person receiving such copy is hereby required to give
a receipt in writing for the same, and such delivery shall to all intents
and purposes be deemed to be good and sufficient delivery under the
provisions of this part of this Act.
If any such publisher shall neglect to deliver such book as aforesaid
1 Information kindly supplied by the Chief Librarian of the Melbourne
Public Library.